Uveitis preceding Crohn's disease by 8 years.
We report the clinical history of a child affected by Crohn's disease in which uveitis precedes intestinal involvement by years and occurs with the atypical features of anterior chronic inflammation complicated by unilateral optic disc edema, rather than recurrent anterior uveitis with sudden onset which has been more widely reported in inflammatory bowel diseases. The uveitis onset occurred 8 years before symptoms of the primary intestinal disease, while in inflammatory bowel diseases the intestinal inflammation typically precedes ocular symptoms, and ocular inflammation only occasionally precedes inflammatory involvement of the bowel.